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Past and future issues of the newsletter are all about 
creation and concept. A world where a genius could also 
be crazy or visionary. When it comes to the Raven, I am 
not too sure how to categorize Jeff Gundlach. It takes 
balls to turn around a concept and adapt it to your own 
vision. I honestly had a double look when I saw the 

Raven for the first time but I must admire the brain behind this project. His 
idea on how to use a Guzzi engine is quite different from the European 
conceptors I am used to, but when I come to think about it, it’s quite 
simple… he is american and he is using this V-twin the american way. Why 
not?

In this issue, Nick Adams is detailing a 3 day trip done in Ontario. This is 
the kind of thing I expect from you members. Send me the text and the 
photos and I will take care of the rest.

You know what they say about road kills and you hear nothing on the 
efficiency of deer whistles. This month, my good friend Fred Rau will 
explain all there is to know about them in a detailed six pages report. Whilst 
we are on the report side, I prepared a review on the new TPX Pro, radar 
detector designed for motorcycles.

Earlier this year I mentionned the words “cosmetic alterations” on the 
newsletter. So you must have noticed some of them, the products of interest 
would appear on blue pages and reviews or reports would be on lilac pages. 
NO, the colors do not have a special meaning, they were picked randomly… 
Just in case you would ask…

We also have introduced a new segment in our publication: “The Dealer 
Shoppe”. These pages will introduce you to your Guzzi dealer and will help 
you get to know better how they became to be what they are, where they 
are. Actually the idea is from Phil and I think it makes sense to introduce 
those passionate men and women behind their service counter. I will need 
some volunteers to conduct interviews on that matter...

Our annual rally report is in with comments and photos. Hope you will 
enjoy it and for those who could not attend (for a short period of time I 
thought I was there but it must have been just a dream), by reading it you 
will wish you could have made it.

Some folks in my native town made the news in Europe. It is just too bad 
we do not have that kind of shop around here. Read on and you will 
understand why…

Till next time... Ed.
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Hello again everybody,

Well, the weather hasn't been as good as we were hoping, but I've had 

a great riding season so far, hope you have too.  

In my last introduction, I mentioned the Clear Lake get-together in 

eastern Ontario. The intention, for me, was to ride down to North 

Carolina to meet up with three friends, then  we would all ride back 

up to meet the rest of the guys in Clear Lake.  Due to unforeseen 

circumstances, I had to start later than planned, so after two days of riding some great back 

roads in Pennsylvania and Virginia, we met in Virginia instead and headed up North. The 

weekend in Clear Lake was fantastic, the roads were great with many thanks to Nick for 

being our guide. Base camp in the resort was really good, and the company couldn't have 

been better. Unfortunately, most of my ride home was in the rain, with two gears in my 

gearbox playing hard (mostly impossible) to get. When I did eventually get home, I parked 

the Quota and got out my spare Guzzi (it's always good to have a spare) for the next couple 

of rallies.

My Norge is a great bike. It looks great in red, it's comfortable, fast and handles well, it's 

just that I never felt as "at home" on it as much as I did on my Quota. All the same, I 

enjoyed the ride to the Western New York rally in Westfield, on the shores of Lake Erie. 

When I was there, I went for a test ride on the new for 2017 V7 III Stone. I could feel a big 

improvement in rideability over last year's model, the V7 II, so much so that when I got 

back home I went to my local dealer and ordered one, hoping to take delivery on August 1.

In the meantime, as I mentioned in my last column, Shaun Laughy was moving to BC. He 

had 5 Guzzis in his collection at that time, three of them running, so he came up with the 

idea of riding some of them out, then taking the two non-runners on his trailer when the 

time came. Needless to say, being the good, selfless friend that I am, I offered to ride one of 

them, and on a Thursday in late June, we headed out west. I was on the 1974 Eldorado, 

Shaun on the 2012 Stelvio NTX. Our route took us up to Sault Ste Marie then west 

through Upper Michigan, Wisconsin, Minnesota, South Dakota, Wyoming, Montana, 

Idaho and Washington before we got to Surrey, BC. A great trip, some wonderful scenery 

and fantastic roads. And no trouble from the bikes. I really enjoyed riding the Eldorado, 

that's what character is all about!

My last rally on the Norge was the Adirondacks rally, held this year in Mountain View, 

New York.  The weather forecast for the weekend was not good and quite a few people 

probably stayed home because of it, but there was shelter at the rally site, the actual weather 

wasn't as bad as the forcast and we didn't let the rain dampen our spirits. The food was 

great, the setting couldn't have been better and we're all looking forward to going back next 

year.

Then I got home and took my Norge to the dealer to trade it in for my new Stone, so I was 

without a bike for the first dry weekend of the Ontario summer! I did, however, pick up 

the Stone on schedule on August 1st. and so far it's been great. Unfortunately, the luggage 

rack I ordered hasn't come at the time of writing, so I'm not able to pack my camping gear 

yet, and I didn't make the Michigan rally, which I understand was very good. Having a 

cabin for the Ontario rally meant that I didn't have to pack camping gear, so luckily I 

didn't have to go in the car!

The Ontario rally was also great with the new set-up, and we had a good turnout on the 

second dry weekend of the Ontario summer! Look for a rally report in the near future, as 

well as a long term road test on the V7 III Stone.

As I said at the beginning, I've had a great year so far with nearly 13,000 km on four bikes. 

The weather hasn't been the greatest, but I've not been soaked too badly, so I'm not 

complaining!  

I hope your season has been good so far and continues in the same vein, meanwhile I'm 

sure you'll enjoy the fourth edition of our newsletter.
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ONTARIO GUZZI DEALERS

FRED KOLMAN'S 
WHEELSPORT LTD.

1390 Youville Dr.
Orleans, ON K1C 2X8

PHONE (613) 841-9400 
www.wheelsport.ca

TWO WHEEL MOTORSPORT
5473 Hwy 6 North

Guelph, ON N1H 6J2
PHONE (519) 836-1957 

www.twowheelmotorsport.ca

MOTO GUZZI STAYNER
8166 Hwy 26

Stayner, ON L0M 1S0
PHONE (705) 429-3822 

www.jandrcycle.ca

MOTO GUZZI OF SUDBURY
2083 Armstrong Street
Sudbury, ON P3E 4W2
PHONE (705) 586-8377 

www.vespaofsudbury.com

CORSA MECCANICA INC.
34 Futurity Gate, Unit #1
Vaughan, ON L4K 1S6

PHONE (905) 760-9933 
www.corsameccanica.com

For the past twenty years, Phil Tunbridge has been the man behind the Ontario Guzzi Riders 

club. His dedication to the club and involvement in the annual rally allowed for the club to 

survive and grow.
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Once again, it was a quick, three day blast around part of northeastern Ontario, and again I had an 
objective: to see about/organize a vehicle shuttle for an up-coming canoe trip.

The bike was running beautifully, the weather was wonderful and there were very few bugs. I began 
to wonder whether this trip would just end up being a boring lap around the north-east. In the 
immortal words of Marriot Edgar: there were no shipwrecks and nobody drownded, in fact nothing 
to laff at at all! 

http://monologues.co.uk/Albert_and_the_Lion.htm

But the road to Eldo-love never seems to run completely smoothly and this trip was no exception.......but dont 
expect a cliffhanger or any unscheduled off-roading.

Here is the route: If you want a closer look: http://goo.gl/maps/SBC2b

Stats: 3 days, 1901 kms (1181 miles), 

time in the saddle = 30 hours 

There is more to read about Nick’s adventures in his 
book “Beyond the Coffee Shop" available on 

Amazon.ca



SUNDAY

I followed my normal route up through eastern 
Ontario to the Ottawa River, turning north at 
Mattawa, then crossing over into Quebec to ride up the 
east side of Lake Timiscaming.

I hadnt ridden up the east side of Lake Timiskaming 
before and it takes quite a while since its over 100 
kilometres long. The scenery is a pleasant mixture of 
forested, rocky hills and outcrops mixed with fine farm 
land with a Gallic flair. I encountered this magnificent 
denizen in Ville Marie (see sturgeon photo on the left).

As it was Sunday, I stocked up with some Rickards 
Dark before I crossed back into Ontario to spend the 
night in an adequate, but vastly overpriced motel in 
New Liskeard, watching re-runs of Big Bang Theory 
while I waited anxiously for the arrival of the new Royal 
baby (yeah, right!).

MONDAY

I choked down a quick, ready made breakfast at the 
motel and was on the road by 6.45AM.

This part of Ontario is unexpectedly flat, and even more 
unexpected, given the vicious winter climate and the 
latitude, is covered in massive farms. Not so long ago 
(ie. between 8,000 and 10,000 years ago), the whole 
area was covered by glacial lakes Barlow and Ojibwa - 
massive bodies of fresh water trapped between the 
Canadian Shield and the retreating ice front. After the 
lakes had drained the remaining sediments became the 
Clay Belts of northeastern Ontario and western 
Quebec. The growing season may be short, but the soil 
is very fertile.

The road to Elk Lake crosses part of the Clay Belt, and 
would have been enjoyable, had it not been for the 
endless road works. 

Clay Belt field - towards Elk Lake

Past the small town of Elk Lake you are soon back into 
the world of rocks, trees and water of the Canadian 
Shield. I know these probably get a bit repetitive, but I 
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like them, so here goes:

On the road between 
Elk Lake and Highway 
144

                  Shining Tree Road 1
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Shining Tree Road 2 Shining Tree Road 3



Thirty years ago, the road across from Elk Lake to 
Highway 144 through Gowganda and Shining Tree 
was a winding gravel track. Nowadays it is paved, but it 
retains much of the charm and excitement of its 
predecessor. It is a road of almost constant curves, 
swooping up and down low, rocky hills, across streams 
and swamps and around hills. It is not a road for speed - 
in some areas the road bed has sunk where the heavy 
trucks and the annual freeze-thaw effect on the 
underlying gravel road bed has collapsed or heaved the 
road bed - and it keeps you busy, adjusting to the 
constantly changing road camber and watching for 
logging trucks. Some of the corners have signs warning 
that trucks will be taking up much of the road. They are 
not kidding! Nevertheless, it is a wonderful road; lightly 
travelled, picturesque and entertaining. Id recommend 
it to any motorcyclist.

At Highway 144, I stopped at the Watershed Car and 
Truck Stop to stock up on comestibles for the road 
(beef jerky, granola bars, chocolate milk) and gas for the 
bike before heading west on the Sultan Industrial Road. 
This time I was determined to head straight for Sultan. 
No unscheduled divergences along washed out roads 
this time.

Eighty kilometres of well groomed gravel highway to 
Sultan. Unfortunately the graders were out and it was 
being constantly groomed, so instead of a nice hard 
packed surface, it was like marbles on hardboard. I took 
it easy, letting the front wheel skitter around as it 
pleased and all went well.

Its a logging road - the truck drivers are reasonable, but 
its their road.
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Sultan Road heading west

Watershed at Highway 144 Sultan Road



I was through the community of Sultan before I was 
really conscious of it. Walk around with Google 
Streetview if you want to see what I mean. Beyond 
Sultan the road is paved and arrow straight, all the way 
to the intersection with the Chapleau Highway. In this 
part of Ontario, its a safe bet that if the terrain is flat, 
you are driving along the bed of an old lake. The Sultan 
Road runs along the bed of Lake Sultan, another 
massive, and relatively short-lived pro-glacial lake which 
eventually drained violently down the nearby 
Wenebegon River.

After a quick refreshment break at the junction of the 
two roads, I headed south on the Chapleau Highway 
(Hway 129). This is one of the quieter roads in 
Ontario, usually carrying less than 300 vehicles per day. 
The first few miles are standard northern Ontario - 

gently curving road passing through a seemingly endless 
tunnel of trees. 

I passed Burying Creek - starting point for a number of 
past canoe trips down the Wenebegon River.
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Burying CreekSultan to the Chapleau Highway - long, straight, flat

Chapleau Highway - north end



At the Aubrey Falls Lodge I had a nice chat with a 
young lady regarding my canoe shuttle plans. The lodge 
is run by an Ojibwa family and, like so many outfitters 
in the region, caters to hunters, fishermen and canoeists 
and offers accommodation, a small resturant / shop and 
gas. No gas for me though - they were out.

At this point, Highway 129 closely follows the 
Mississagi River, sticking closely to its east bank for 
miles. Although most of the surrounding hills are 
rounded and forested, in some places sheer cliffs and 
rocky headlands add variety to the scenery. The road 
twists and dips with the river, providing some of the 
most delightful riding I have ever encountered.

Up to this point the Eldo had been running flawlessly, 
the weather, as you can see, was about perfect (high 
60's, low 70's). I was having a good time. 

Day 3

OK, Ill come clean. Wildlife was not an issue or even an 
interest on this trip. I did pass one startled deer on the 
way up from eastern Ontario, but I saw no bears, no 
moose, and, sorry if I got you all excited, but no cougars 
either. There were a few squished porcupines and 
raccoons, rapidly turning into greasy smears, but no big 
game.

As we have continued to create to manipulate the 
environment to suit the purposes of our species, we 
have created optimal conditions for deer. Cougars have 
made a comeback in many a parts of Ontario - but 
sightings are extremely rare and frankly, a bit 
disconcerting.

But..........this is the only Panther I saw, and I was darn 
pleased to see it.

Over the last couple of years I had been in touch with 
Ken (who rides a 74 Eldorado combo with homebuilt 
sidecar), once I found out that he was rebuilding a 
Phelon and Moore, Panther 120. In my youth, I had 
owned a couple of Panthers and they still hold an 
important place in my heart. If I had something as 
irritating as a bucket list to see a fully restored Panther 
would probably be on it. To ride one......well!

The Ontario Guzzi Riders                                                              10                                                              2017 News Express N°4

Along the Chapleau Highway

Mississagi River

Aubrey Falls Lodge

Ken generously let me play......…

Panther



Anyone who thinks loop-frame Guzzis are tractors 
really need to ride one of these. Torque is incredible 
and the feel is totally agricultural. I only rode it for a 
couple of minutes, but boyhood memories came 
flooding back. I swear the grin on my face must have 
been out to my ears.

From Kens place, I rode east to Espanola and once 
again, paid far too much for a motel room. I always 
carry my camping gear, but the bottom line is, I always 
find it easier to pull out my credit card than my sleeping 
bag. I guess I must be getting soft.

I had intended to drop in at the Lavigne Tavern, but 
since I left Espanola shortly after 5AM, and since 
Lavigne was only 150 kilometres away, I decided it 
probably wasn't a good plan. Instead, I just plugged 
away, heading east on Highway 17, bypassing Sudbury 
then turning south on Highway 69 towards Huntsville.

The Eldo gradually developed an annoying stutter, 
periodically backfiring, particularly under light load at 
low revs. Then suddenly she just stopped dead. The 
computer shut her down and displayed an error code 
on the dash. Just kidding - she just switched into limp 
home mode instead.

I stopped endless times, making micro-adjustments to 
the timing, pulling the gravel dust choked K&N filters 
and changing the plugs. I must have pulled over to 
fiddle more than a dozen times. Frustrating!

Eventually I pulled in to a small park to check and clean 
the distributor. As I pulled the cap, the lead from the 
coil came away in my hand. I had recently replaced the 
outer leads with fresh, sexy new ones, but had been too 
lazy to pull the tank to get at the lead from the coil.

I trimmed the lead, cleaned the cap then put it back 
together. It would be stretching the truth to say that 
the bike performed flawlessly afterwards. She definitely 

ran better, but the belching and farting continued all 
the way home. Clearly I need to do a thorough cleaning 
of the carbs and sorting of the ignition system, but as 
usual, we finished the journey without any real 
problems.

I know, I know. I led you on with talk of exotic wildlife 
and mechanical disaster, but the reality was, I had a 
pleasant, relatively traffic free, three day ride through 
some attractive countryside and best of all, got to ride a 
bike from my formative years. Fabulous!

Thanks for reading.

Nick
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Although I didnt see any in the 
flesh, the wildlife warning 

signs were common. 

Coil lead - rotted through

The brass lead cap was also completely corroded.



I have always wanted to design and build a motorbike. I 
wanted to build something unique, powerful, light, 
functional, and a classic look. 

Choppers, bobbers and sportbikes are very cool but, I did 
not want to build from an existing engine/trans/frame 
package. I started with a blank piece of paper and a head 
full of classic bikes. 

I have ridden Moto Guzzis and Nortons for many years. 
About 15 years ago I thought of the possibility of designing 
a bike using the MG engine and the Nort trans. Sketches 
were made and it went to the back burner. 

Fast forward to 2 years ago. I now have the skills and tools 
to actually proceed with my design. The design went 
through quite a few changes before I settled on this. I first 
did scale drawings with a 25deg. stem and a 58" 
wheelbase. 

I wanted the motor mounted high for ground clearance 
and quick handling and as light as I could make it. I also 
didn't want to ruin the casings of the parts I used so I 
could use parts off the shelf. 

The wheels, swingarm, brakes, forks and steering stem are 
a '68 Honda 350 parts. I used these because of the quality 
and the look ––– plus they are easy to find. And the 

sprocket is on the left and takes a 530 chain. I began the 
project by building everything out of wood..much easier to 
change wood than steel. The engine is used as a stress 
member, being fastened by the top and bottom. 

The motor is a 1971 750 Ambo-stock with a very light 
(3lb) flywheel. Now that I am almost finished all I have 
to do is the electrical system. I am using a Lucas alt. to 
make power and a digital regulator. When it's complete I 
will take it to the N.C. Dept of motor vech to get my Vin 
numbers. I will then be able to tag it and ride. 

In North Carolina I can build up to 5 units per year 
without having manufacturing status. Believe me that 
will keep me mighty busy. I will ride it to Indy this year to 
MotoGp. It has been track tested back in Feb. I took it to 
Robling Road racetrack and I'm very satisfied with it's 
performance. It's a good bike. 

I do plan to sell these and if custom accessories are wanted, 
that's available for a price. I am now working on a single 
cylinder that I also plan to offer... I have tested the engine 
and it has great possibilities. 

Thank you for your interest.

Jeff Gundlach
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A Few Words About The Raven
                       by Conceptor Jeff Gundlach



The motorbike “Raven” is hand crafted by a visionary 
custom motorbike artist Jeff Gundlach of Raven 
MotoCycles. His mind-boggling custom build Raven 
features a combination of Moto Guzzi, Norton and 
Honda.

Jeff Gundlach will be hand crafting each unit on 
demand with 3-size engine option 750, 850 or 1000c. 
The price tag for this beauty is set to be $25,000 for a 
brand new custom motorcycle. 

We have to admire this remarkable and original hand 
built machine, if this is what rolls out as the first built 

from  Raven MotoCycles garage we can only imagine 
the second one! Hand crafted custom vintage bikes 
can’t get any better than this!

This bike was a competitor at the 2012 AMD World 
Championships of Custom bike building in the 
Freestyle Class finishing in 18th place.

For more images and details on this build please visit 
http://raven-moot.com

jeffgundlach1@gmail.com
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There's something rather lewd about its look: all that 
engine spilling out of the frame and those Dali-esque 
pipes stretching its length. It's alluring. It feels indecent. 
It's like seeing a giant poster of Dita Von Teese  in a 
public place, peering down at you while you and your 
wife walk through a shopping centre in search of 
mundane things like spatulas and a card for your Uncle 
Leroy's birthday. Deep down in your conscience, some 
part of you rumbles and tries to make you look away. 

"Don't just stand there and gawp, man," your brain 
shouts. "Show a little decorum. Stop being such a perv."

But you can't stop looking, can't pull your eyes away. 
Each curve and line captivates you, hypnotizes you, and 
draws your eyes to the next. You stare and stare and 
stare as if trying to memorise it all. In the case of the 
Von Teese poster you might try to play it off, might try 
to tell your wife you were looking at something else, but 
in the case of the Moto Guzzi Griso it's OK to keep 
staring.

This is a bike that I want if not simply to be able to sit 
and look at it.

Although, the Dita Von Teese comparison is not quite 
right. The Griso's beauty is thuggish. And to just look at 
it is to miss all the fun. Its engine is equally thuggish, 
and the infamous transverse air-cooled V-twin kicks 
out a whopping 110 hp at 7,5000 rpm. It also produces 
a hefty 80 lb.-ft of torque. Those are damned good 
numbers for a 1200cc engine, y'all (compare them to 
the 61 hp and 67 lb.-ft of torque delivered by the 
equally 1200cc Harley-Davidson Sportster).

I've been consumed with thoughts of this bike for a few 
months now and have found myself reading every 
review I can find, watching every YouTube video. You 
know you've got it bad when you're willing to sit 
through a video of Germans in ill-fitting fedoras trying 
to be hip just for the sake of seeing and hearing the bike 
on the move.
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What I wanted in 2015: a Moto Guzzi Griso 1200 SE by Chris Cope



When it fires up, the Griso's unique engine set-up 
causes it to shake from side to side. Moto Guzzi fans 
refer to that as "character" and I think I'd be perfectly 
fine with it because: a) it goes away once you're on the 
move; b) that shaking-at-idle sensation is something I 
thought was cool about riding a Harley-Davidson. I 
kind of like the idea of sitting on a machine that is so 
eager to hurtle me forward it cannot sit still.

And, as I say, once you give in to the bike's desire to 
move it apparently does so quite well, delivering –– 
according to reviews –– sporty performance in higher 
gears. Though, admittedly, in the low gears there can be 
a certain amount of lash from the Griso's shaft drive. I 
can't decide whether that would annoy me. I guess it 
depends on just how much lash there is and whether it 
would prevent me from feeling comfortable filtering 
through traffic.

But if it's just a matter of "quirkiness" and "character" 
and other diplomatic words to describe an engine that's 
behaving the way it looks then I suspect I might fall in 
love with it. I still often pine for the rodeo-bull nature 
of the 1969 Ford F250 pickup truck I used to drive in 
high school. A friend of mine commented at the time 
that the truck's suspension seemed to consist solely of 
the springy bench seat that bounced you up and down 
at speed.

However, as much as I love character, I have a pretty 
hard-line stance on anti-lock brakes. The Griso comes 
with a number of desirable features like shaft drive, 
LED lighting and dual front brake discs, but those 
brakes are not anti-lock. Because of this, I had 

somewhat dismissed the Griso as a machine that I'd 
ever spend my own money on.

But then Moto Guzzi announced that another bike I 
love the look of, the V7 Stone, will soon be equipped 
with ABS and traction control. Why a 48 hp bike needs 
traction control, I don't know; but it struck me as a big 
announcement because I think most people assumed 
that manufacturers of "modern classics" like the V7 
Stone, the Triumph Bonneville and the Kawasaki 
W800 would hold off on adhering to upcoming EU 
regulations for as long as they could, milking their 
standard braking systems for one more year.

"Hey, wow," I thought upon learning of the changes 
coming to the V7 Stone. "Perhaps this could be my next 
bike. It's definitely got the look and style; now it's got 
the brakes I want."

And, indeed, the V7 very well could be something I'd 
get. Though I'm still a little put off by two issues: a) the 
whole 48 hp thing; b) it requires bias/cross-ply tires. It's 
always been my understanding that bias are dangerously 
inferior to radial tires (b).

Meanwhile, it occurs to me that if Moto Guzzi is 
planning to update its most classic bike for 2015 it 
should almost certainly do the same with other models, 
including the Griso. I would expect full details to come 
out this week at the INTERMOT show. 

So, the Griso is back on my list. The question now is 
how to pay for it. Like other Italian motorcycles, Moto 
Guzzis do not come cheap.
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The Griso was introduced at EICMA way back in 2003, 
eventually entering production in 2005 with the 
lumbering old 1100 motor. That bike had promise, but 
was held back by limited power and a difficult nature.

Upon acquiring Guzzi in 2004, revamping the Griso 
became a top priority and, in 2007, it debuted the 
mostly new “8V” motor with 110 bhp, 80 lb.-ft. of 
torque and a revier, more compliant nature.

Reviewing that new bike, England’s MCN wrote, “The 
striking-looking Griso has been transformed from a 
lumbering yet evocative old-school roadster into a 
charging rhino of a motorcycle with true 140 mph 
potential.”

Looking at the Griso’s specs, you don’t see anything 
hugely remarkable for a high-end roadster. Like all 
Guzzi’s up to the new California 1400, the engine is 
used as a stressed member in the steel tube frame. That’s 
fitted with decent, if unremarkable fully-adjustable 
suspension and good brakes in the form of 320mm 
front discs with radial Brembo calipers. 

Oddly, the wheels are tubeless spoked wheels, at 17 
inches they accept modern performance rubber, but 
that arrangement increases unsprung weight over the 
more common alloy design.

Perhaps it’s good, then, that the Griso is a heavy 
motorcycle — 489 lbs (dry) is 40 more than most 

superbikes add up to wet and full of fuel. That high 
weight repairs the sprung-to-unsprung weight ratio.

Rounding out the unpromising spec sheet is the 
61-inch wheelbase, a full 5.4 inches longer than 
superbikes like Piaggio’s own Aprilia RSV4.

Didn’t I say this thing was one of the nicest handling 
bikes out there? Oh yeah, that’s thanks to one other 
facet of Guzzi’s awkward design archetype — a 
longitudinal crank. Because it doesn’t spin forwards, 
causing the engine reciprocal inertia to interfere with 
steering speed and feel, the Griso benefits from some of 
the purest steering feedback out there. 

Combined with its fat power curve and unflappable 
stability, that heightened feel transforms the Griso into 
a real weapon on real-world roads.

The Ride

Hop on the Griso in town and you couldn’t be less 
impressed with it. The high weight, low seat, wide bars 
and strong torque reaction — it jerks violently to the 
right when you twist the throttle – lead to significant 
awkwardness paddling out of your driveway, turning 90 
degree corners or trying to fit between cars.

Things get a little better on the highway, but the 
drastically long reach to the very wide bars splays out 
your torso and arms in an awkward uncomfortable 
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manner that makes shoulder checks difficult and limits 
outright distance ability.

It’s not like the Griso is going to win any drag races. 80 
lb.-ft. isn’t bad from an air-colled 1,151 cc V-twin, but 
it’s 13 lb.-ft. behind the latest air/water-cooled BMW 
parallel-twin and has to motivate a lot of weight for 
such a basic bike.

Nor does the powertrain lend itself to being thrashed. 
The two huge pistons feel very heavy and are reluctant 
to alter their inertia — up or down in speed — the 
gearbox is clunky, missing gears and jerking heavily if 
you attempt a clutchless shift and the shaft drive just 
accentuates those problems with its own heavy inertia 
and reluctant nature.

No, it’s not until you find yourself on a road with 3rd 
and 4th gear sweepers that the Griso can reveal its true 
character. Learn to short shift, riding the engine’s vast 
torque curve rather than chasing high revs, and 
everything smooths out. 

You can leave braking much later than you can on most 
other performance bikes, trailing them heavily to the 
apex in confidence, thanks to that abundant feel. 

The wide bars make cranking the thing over into 
corners effortless, then the long wheelbase holds your 
chosen line with utter poise and stability. Right here, in 
these conditions, there’s no better bike.

What’s Good

• Italian style draws stares and compliments from 
everyone — non-riding fashionistas, be-chapped road 
pirates, squids and even café snobs.

• Longitudinal crank + good suspension + 17 inch 
wheels and sport tires = amazing feel.

• All the classic Guzzi character in a quality modern 
package that won’t leave you stranded on the side of 
the road.

• Outstanding finish and build quality, the Griso feels 
much pricier than its $12,690 price suggests.

What’s Bad

• Heavy, large and awkward in traffic.

• Strung-out riding position is uncomfortable.

• Pegs a little too low for really fast riding.

• Torque reaction is severe and can make splitting 
through tight gaps a hair raising experience.

• Ultimately not that fast, but also not applicable 
anywhere but a good back road.
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What Other’s Say

“Riding around on this thing for a few weeks has me in 
love all over again: There’s plenty of torquey V-Twin 
power and sound without being obnoxious in a chassis 
reminiscent of a wide-barred old superbike with great 
suspension, in a mechanically honest package that’s as 
nice to look at as it is to ride pretty much anywhere.” — 
CycleWorld

“…outstanding steering at low and high speeds, not fast 
but precisely neutral and obedient, so the bike sweeps 
and flows along twisty roads and around mountain 
hairpins effortlessly.” — Kevin Ash

The Price

The Griso is a unique motorcycle, at a unique price 
point. At $12,690 it’s considerably cheaper than the 
$18,995 Ducati Diavel, while also being free of the 
cruiser stigma and riding position. A more direct 
comparison may be the lighter, faster $11,995 Ducati 
Monster 1100 Evo, but that bike lacks the Griso’s 
presence and character. 

The Triumph Speed Triple is around the same price at 
$12,799 and includes standard ABS, along with a 
considerably more powerful motor, tighter chassis and 
better suspension. Despite bringing its own unique 
character, the Triumph can’t match the Griso when it 
comes to charm though. They’re all very different bikes 
targeted at very different riders. We could see a Griso 
rider owning both an open-face helmet and a race suit 
with well-worn knee sliders.

The Verdict

All the old-world Guzzi charm in a high-quality, 21st 
century package that’s reliable, fast and compelling. The 
two-wheeled equivalent of wearing a tux to a ball game. 
The Griso is classy, desirable and utterly unique.
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MEMBER PROFILE N° 002

IDENTITY
Name: Luca Rotta-Loria
Birth year: 1953
Location: Markham, ON
Country: Canada
Email: lyr_omnis@yahoo.com

CLUB
Position: Member
Member since: 2011

MOTORCYCLE
Brand: Moto Guzzi
Model: Griso 8v 1200 Tenni
Year: 2012

My love affairs (actually it’s an illness, some would say a 
virus) with motorcycles started at university in 1972 
although the virus was probably transmitted by my father (See 
picture of dad and granddad circa 1929 on an old AJS with 
side car) and lying dormant for many years. 
The need for some kind of transportation was getting urgent 
while at University of Surrey in Guildford, as it was a 40 
miles journey to London to see the girl and British Rails was 
decidedly unreliable.

With the little money I was able to rustle up I bought a 1970 
Puch 125cc motorcycle.  I went everywhere with that little 
Austrian machine in the wet and drizzly English country side 
in Surrey. I loved it and so did the girlfriend, until the 
morning when it 
vanished from the 
parking spot and 
was found by the 
University securi- 

ty police submerged in a foot of mud in a 
pond.

It was time to graduate to something else 
and finally get my motorcycle license, so I 
sold the wreck and bought a second hand 
Honda 250. The idea was to pass the test, 
get rid of the hated “L” plate and head to 
the south of France and Italy with my Uni. 
buddies.
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Unfortunately I failed the test on account of the 
fact that when the examiner told me to head out 
around the block and back again, I got lost !!! The 
bugger thought I was unreliable. That however 
didn’t stop me from going to the continent, I just 
took off the “L” plate as soon as I got on the 
ferry in Dover. 

I did get my British motorcycle license and bought 
a Kawasaki 750 and spent many many happy miles and 
days touring every country in Europe. Wonderful 
care free days, crash helmets optional, Jeff on a 
Moto Guzzi T3, me on the Kawa, Pete following us 
with spare parts, extra tires and a case of wine on 
his 1965 Ford Pop. France, Spain, Italy, 
Switzerland, Germany, Belgium, Holland, did them 
all.

The Kawasaki 750 vacated the spot for a Ducati 900 
GTS, black and gold. Great bike and kept it for a 
couple of years and after several vicissitudes I 
finally found true religion in 1979/80 and bought 
my beloved Moto Guzzi 1976 750S3 (Betty). There was 
no turning back, Mandello Del Lario infected me. 
Brought the 750S3 to Canada when with Deborah and a 

new born baby decided to emigrate here in 1983. The S3 was a star attraction at a 
number of Lavigne rallies because it’s so rare in the America, it was never officially 
imported as far as I can tell. 

I kept Betty in its fully original condition other than the usual consumables and odd 
replacement part for 35 years and then decided to part with it and found an excellent 
home with a Guzzi guru in Edmonton that has now restored it to it’s full glory and in 
my opinion better than factory. Thanks Jim !
You can follow the fully documented story in Wildguzzi.com, it is something to behold, 
I know Betty is happy, unfortunately I 
don’t think I can afford to buy it 
back !!

As much as I loved the 750S3 my cur- 
rent motorcycle is in my humble opi- 
nion one of the best looking machines 
that mother Guzzi even built, the 
iconic Moto Guzzi Griso 1200 4V Tenni, 
in honour of the crazy Moto Guzzi 
racer on the late 30’s : Omobono 
Tenni, AKA Diavolo Nero (black devil).

The Griso has been a powerful and 
reliable bike through long trips to 
the Gaspe, 16 capitals, 16 US States 
(photo albums on OGR site) and more 
planned. 
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Like so many motorcyclists, I’m a 
gadget freak. Heck, I’m even 
writing much of this story from my 
integrated-wireless laptop that 
packs up in the saddlebag of my 
bike.

People like us keep the lucrative 
motorcycle aftermarket industry 
booming, because we can’t just 
resist the latest gizmo that might 
make our riding more comfortable 
or enjoyable, or most of all, safer. 
Which is why “Deer Whistles” 
have been so popular. I think I saw 
my first set way back in the early 
Eighties, and I freely admit I’ve 
owned several different types since 
then – some even chrome-plated!

I even tried to BS my wife into 
believing they were worth the extra 
$10 because the sun reflecting off 
the shiny chrome might serve as 
any extra warning to errant deer. 
What I didn’t bother to tell her is 
that Deer are essentially nocturnal, 
meaning you are most likely to 
encounter them when the sun is 
down. I still feel guilty about that!.

But over the years, as I got seriously 
involved in testing motorcycling 
products, and giving informational 
seminars at rallies around the 
country, the question came up 
more and more often:

“Do they really work?”

Once and for all, I hope to settle 
that question. A lot has been 
written on the subject, but 
basically, only in scattered and 
limited bits and pieces, or in 
scientific journals. So far as I can 
tell, no one has tried to put all the 
pieces together – until now. You 
will have to judge for yourself 
whether I succeed in my mission.

The Players And Their Claims

Though there are literally dozens of 
different kinds of “deer warning” or 
“deer alert” devices on the market, 
they can be broken out into two 
very basic categories:

• Those powered by the passage of 
air, and

• Those utilizing electronically 
generated signals.

There are several sub-categories 
within these to generalities, but we 
will discuss them later, within the 
evaluation procedure.

For both types, the volume of 
anecdotal evidence supporting their 
use and effectiveness is impressive. 
Several different States’ Highway 

Patrol Departments use them on 
their cruisers. The U.S. Forest 
Service pays to put them on Forest 
Rangers’ vehicles in several national 
parks. More than one large 
interstate trucking company installs 
them on all their long-haul rigs, and 
the Internet is full of first-hand 
testimonials from both professional 
and amateur drivers, swearing to 
their effectiveness.

So persuasive is all this, that some 
insurance companies will even give 
you a discount on your car 
insurance for having them installed.

The manufacturers, for the most 
part, claim their devices produce 
“ultrasonic sound waves” that 
cannot be heard by humans, but 
which will startle Deer into either 
freezing in their tracks or darting 
away.
Some claim to have scientific tests 
to prove this, but most rely on the 
anecdotal evidence mentioned 
before. A wide range of different 
frequencies is claimed by different 
ma-nufacturers, as well as an 
equally wide range of distances at 
which they are supposed to work.

For starters though, let’s note that 
many of these claims list an 
“audible range” in large print on 
their packaging and advertising, but 
a much shorter “effective range” in 
the fine print or mounting 
instructions. Evidently, this means 
that though the Deer might “hear” 
your device from say, 2,000 feet 
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away, as one manufacturer claims, 
this same Deer would not be 
prompted to react to that sound 
until your device was only 700 feet 
away (the “effective” range). And as 
you will read later in this report, 
even that is highly questionable.

Testing

At the beginning of this project, I 
decided to setup and perform my 
own tests on a dozen different 
animal-alert devices, 
which I purchased from 
motorcycle shops and 
over the Internet. Eight 
o f t h e s e w e r e t h e 
air-powered type, and 
the other four were 
electronic.

To help me with the 
testing and evaluation, I 
enlisted the aid of a 
p r o f e s s i o n a l a n i m a l 
behavior expert, employed by one 
of the largest and most prestigious 
zoological   societies in the country. 
The actual testing was performed 
after-hours and/or somewhat 
scrumptiously in the back lots at a 
nationally recognized wild Animal 
Park, but I can’t reveal the identity 
of the expert or the park. I’m sure 
that if the zoo logical society or the 
ASPCA found out we were 
intentionally frightening their 
animals, even in the name of 
s c i e n t i fi c r e s e a r c h , m y 
co-conspirator would be fired, and I 
would probably be sued. 
I used two of the quietest and most 
common touring bikes I could 
think of, a Honda GL1800 Gold 
Wing and a BMW K1200LT as 
test bikes – carefully mounting the 
various devices as per their 
instructions (or as nearly as possible 
as you will see later), and then 
riding at or alongside various 

enclosures in which the animals 
resided. Tests were performed with 
varying groups of different species 
of Deer.
I am told there are more than 40 
different species, but our tests only 
included the size most commonly 
found on the North American 
continent. My animal behavior 
expert observed the Deer from a 
nearby blind, suing binoculars and 
a 500X video camera.

There were many more parameters 
to this testing, but I am not going 
to go into them here, frankly 
because I recognize that this wasn’t 
a very scientific methodology, and I 
don’t want to sound like I’m 
passing it off as a definitive test. It 
was not. There have been many 
other tests performed by people 
m u c h m o r e q u a l i fi e d a n d 
better-funded than I, and with 
much better equipment, as you will 
see. I could have simply relied on 
their extensive research to write 
this article, but I’m a skeptic from 
the “show me” state of Missouri, no 
less, and I wanted to “see it for 
myself.”

In the end, I was pleased to note 
that my own findings did not seem 
to contradict the truly scientific 
studies in any significant way. The 
professional, scientific studies upon 
which most of the article is based, 
collectively run more than 1,500 

pages long and are admittedly, fairly 
dry reading.

Ultrasonic Air Whistles

By far the most common Deer 
Whistles in use are the original 
air-powered type which relies on 
the passage of ambient air through 
the “whistle” to turn a tiny turbine 
or pass over a baffle arrangement to 
produce a high-pitched whistling 
sound. These kind of sell for 

a n y w h e r e f r o m 
$29.99 to $1.99 and 
quite f rankly , I 
couldn’t find any 
s i g n i fi c a n t 
difference from the 
higher-priced to the 
lower-priced units, 
e x c e p t i n t h e 
o u t w a r d 
appearance. 
A i r - p o w e r e d 

whistles come in 
both ultrasonic (beyond the range 
of human hearing) and sonic 
versions, and single or dual 
(harmonic) tones.

The first I had ever heard of, and 
p u r c h a s e d , w a s c a l l e d t h e 
Sav-A-Life. This company claims to 
be both “the original” and, “the 
only animal warning device 
field-tested with animals.” While 
they very well might have legitimate 
claim to bring the first with Deer 
Alerts in the U.S. (the devices were 
actually invented in Austria in 
1979, and the Sav-A-Life was first 
marketed in North America in 
1981), but they are far from being 
the only system field-tested with 
animals. 

In doing my standard background 
checks for this article, I came upon 
no less than six separate studies of 
such devices, performed by various 
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professional scientists working for 
Universities, State Game and Fish 
Departments, national magazines 
a n d S t a t e H i g h w a y P a t r o l 
Departments.

Strike One For Sav-A-Life

Next, I looked into the two field 
tests touted by Sav-A-Life in their 
advertising (and often repeated by 
makers of knock-off Sav-A-Life 
clones). The first was conducted by 
the Institute of Applied Physics at 
the Technical University of 
Vienna, Austria in 1981. Far from 
validating the devices as useful 
animal warning devices, this study 
only confirmed that they actually 
operated at the frequencies 
advertised.

The second study was by the 
Finnish Experimental Institute for 
Forestry and Agriculture in 
Rhvehhari, Finland. This study’s 
final conclusion was that, “the 
duration of the tests was found to 
be too short to reach any definitive 
conclusions.”   The section of the 
study that Sav-A-Life likes to point 
to, which noted a “favorable 
reaction” involved domestic dogs – 
not wild animals. And even then, 
the study from Finland states that 
f r o m a l l t h e e x p e r i m e n t s 
conducted, “It was unsure that the 
animals were not disturbed by the 
approach itself, so that the whistle 
sound was the only disturbing 
factor.”

After reviewing the findings of both 
the Austrian and Finnish studies, 
along with yet another conducted 
later in Switzerland, a scientific 
advisory panel from the World 
Society for the Protection of 
Animals states that there is no 
known data “that shows that such 
devices can actually stop and animal 

crossing the road, which is the main 
purpose of the device.”

Strike Two

And finally, I looked into the very 
basis for all of Sav-A-Life’s claims, 
namely that the devices produce 
“ultrasonic sound waves from 
16,000 to 20,000 Hertz that safely 
warns most types of animals, yet 
you don’t hear a thing.” 
Well at least the Austrian study 
confirmed that the devices did, 
indeed, produced sound waves at 
the advertised frequencies, and it 
should probably be noted that 
some animals, such as dogs, would 
hear these sounds and probably 
react to them, as seems to be 
confirmed by the Finnish study.

But what do Deer hear?
In researching that, I found a lot of 
expert opinions that a Deer’s 
hearing range is “basically the same 
as a human being.” In a nutshell, it 
was found conclusively that 
common Whitetail Deer hear 
sounds from 500 to 12,000 Hertz, 
a n d , a t e l e v a t e d v o l u m e s , 
sometimes as high as 16,000 Hertz, 
but never beyond that. Since the 
absolute top end of a Deer’s hearing 
range is the same as the advertised 
absolute low end of the frequencies 
generated by a Save-A-Life Deer 
Whistle, the chances of a Deer 
actually hearing and reacting to one 
of these devices is virtually 
non-existent.

Strike Three

As far as the reams of anecdotal 
evidence go that is used by the 
promoters of some of these devices, 
the experts believe that most of it is 
a result of misinformation and lack 
of controlled conditions.

For example, many of those 
claiming they saw Deer react to 
their animal warning devices may 
have actual been seeing a reaction 
to the Deer sighting their vehicle, 
their lights, or even their lights 
reflecting off another surface, or 
perhaps the engine, exhausts or 
even wind noise of the approaching 
vehicle. 
They also note that anyone 
concerned enough about a possible 
Deer strike to have installed such 
devices would most likely, also be 
someone more likely to be alert and 
watching for Deer.

In response to the anecdotal 
evidence, I offer that the following 
entries have been unanimously 
concluded the total ineffectiveness 
of air-powered ultrasonic Deer 
alerts:

• The Georgia Game and Fish 
Department

• The University of Wisconsin at 
Madison

• The University of Michigan

• The University of Georgia

• The Ohio State Police

• The Utah State Police

• Washington State University

• The University of Connecticut

• The Acoust ica l Society of 
America

• The Insurance Institute for 
Highway Safety

• The California Department of 
Transportation

• Texas A &M University

Moving On

Now that we’ve (hopefully) 
s u c c e s s f u l l y d e b u n k e d t h e 
ultrasonic, air-powered whistles, let 
us have a look at sonic (audible) 
air-powered whistles, as well as 
some of the newer, electronic 
animal alerts.
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Sonic (Audible) Air Whistles I 
used the Sav-A-Life as an example 
of the air-powered Deer alerts 
because they are “the original,” and 
the most common type in use.

However, I also purchased seven 
other sets of air-powered Deer 
whistles for testing, and though 
most were nothing more than 
knock-off copies of the Sav-A-Life 
design, there were a couple that 
a d v e r t i s e d a v e r y d i ff e r e n t 
functionality, in that they produced 
sonic sound waves, of a type which 
can be heard by human beings.

Since, as noted earlier,it has been 
proven that Deer hear at the same 
basic levels as humans, these seemed 
to offer some promise.Once again, 
there are reams and reams of report 
pages on this subject, which you 
can look up for yourself, but let’s 
cut to the chase:

In both my own testing and that of 
several experts, it was found that 
the sonic air whistles could, 
s o m e t i m e , a n d u n d e r i d e a l 
conditions, elicit a response from 
the Deer. However, there are many 
caveats and exclusions to that 
statement to wit:
1. The devices are a irspeed 

dependent on operation. The 
slower your vehicle is traveling, 

the less audible the sound, and 
the shorter the effective range. 
No one could ever get a 
response from the Deer at more 
t h a n a b o u t 6 0 % o f t h e 
advertised range, and even for 
that, the vehicle had to be 
traveling at over 70 mph. Yet 
the manufacturers, as well as 
every single expert in the field, 
advices that you slow down 
when in a known Deer grazing 
area. Also, at higher speeds, 
your available reaction time, 
should a Deer decide to stop 
out in front of you, is obviously 
decreased. And one more thing: 
Since none of the devices seem 
to operate at speeds below 35 
mph, if you are riding at say, 45 
mph, but with a 15 mph 
tailwind, your Deer alerts are 
not functioning at all.

2. If it is raining, the Deer alerts 
will either be operating at 
decreased efficiency, or not at 
all, depending on the intensity 
of the rainfall.

3. If you do not have a direct 
line-of-sight between your Deer 
alerts and the Deer – if there is 
a curve, hill, tree or any other 
obstruction in the way – the 
efficiency of the whistle will be 
severely degraded. And, when 
you think about it, if you can 

already see the deer, do you 
really need the alert?

4. Most of these devices produce a 
different sound from each of 
the two units, which must 
operate in tandem to produce a 
harmonic effect. To achieve 
that harmonic, they must be 
placed a specific distance apart 
– a distance which is not 
a c h i e v a b l e o n m o s t 
motorcycles. However, even on 
bikes such as the GL, where 
there is sufficient distance 
available if the units are 
mounted on opposite sides of 
the fairing, they still aren’t 
going to work, because the 
manufacturer warns that there 
must not be any bodywork or 
other obstruction in-between 
the two whistles.

5. If any particle of road debris, 
dirt or even an insect becomes 
lodged in the opening of either 
one of the whistles, they cease 
to function. Most of the newer 
units can be removed, opened 
up and cleaned, but we all 
know how many bugs we get on 
our fairings and windshields in 
a few short miles of riding, so 
how long after cleaning do you 
think the whistles are going to 
continue to function? It’s a 
crap-shoot, at best.
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6. Any ambient noise in the 
vicinity degrades the efficiency 
of the whistles. That can 
include wind in trees, or your 
own engine and/or exhaust 
noise. In my own testing, I 
found, through he use of a 
frequency-selective decibel 
meter (a recently calibrated 
unit of the exact same model 
used by the Federal Bureau of 
Standards and OSHA), that 
even the ultra-quiet Honda 
Gold Wing engine and exhaust 
“masked” nearly 50% of the 
deer whistles’ signals.

7. Even if all the conditions above 
are perfect (which I guess 
would mean coasting downhill 
with your engine off, with the 
deer directly in front of you and 
the whistles mounted on top of 
your windshield), in both my 
own testing and others, it was 
found that the deer would react 
differently almost every time. 
The best animal behavior 
experts say this is dependent on 
the time of day, the season of 
t h e y e a r , t h e a m b i e n t 
temperature and the age, sex 
and physical condition of the 
deer in question. For example, a 
female that is either pregnant 
or recently gave birth is much 
more skittish than others, and 
more proneto fight. Or my 
personal favorite, which was 
verified by my own testing and 
several others: A young buck, 
during the rutting (mating) 
season, will aggressively attack 
i n t h e d i r e c t i o n o f a n y 
o ff e n d i n g n o i s e . S e v e r a l 
professional researchers barely 
escaped injury during their deer 
whistle tests when a large buck 
rammed the fencepost they 
were using to support the 
whistle.

Given all the above, it should be 
fairly obvious that even though the 
sonic whistles can, under certain, 
very limited conditions, be heard 
and get a reaction from deer, the 
chances of them actually doing you 
any good are extremely slim.

Electronic Alerts

It probably shouldn’t have come as 
any surprise to me that scientific 
research into the newer, electronic 
a n i m a l w a r n i n g d e v i c e s i s 
practically non-existent. The few 
references to such devices I could 
find merely stated that, given that 
such devices did not rely onairflow 
to generate sound waves, and that 
most produced audible rather than 
ultrasonic sounds, that they “might’ 
have useful application.

Given that, from here on out you 
are going to have to rely on my 
own, admittedly unscientific test 
results, plus some research and 
interviews with animal and 
acoustical experts.
I was able to locate five electronic 
animal warning devices meant for 
vehicle use, but I purchased only 
four, as one was obviously too 
bulky for use on a motorcycle, 
seemingly bui l t for use on 
commercial trucks. Three of the 
four units were distributed by the 
s a m e c o m p a n y , A A 
Communications, but after I 
received them, I found that only 
o n e o f t h e s e w a s r e a l l y 
weatherproof and appropriate for 
m o t o r c y c l e u s e , t h e i r “ A A 
Motorcycle Model Deer Alert,” 
which sells for $44.95.

The other I found was from an 
outfit called American Hornet 
called “The Hornet” (model 
V-120C), selling for $69.95. These 
two, then were the only ones I 

tested. As noted above, electronic 
alerts have a couple of obvious 
advantages over the air-powered 
types, in that they do not have to be 
moving through the air to operate, 
and they produce audible sound 
waves.

Another advantage I found, when 
going through the technical specs, 
was the sound pressure level 
(volume) they developed. On the 
air-powered units, the maximum 
rating for most is 95dB, and we 
were never able to actually achieve 
that sound level in testing.

On the AA unit, the output was a 
true measured 95 dB, and the 
Hornet produced a whopping 
120dB. In addition, there is a larger 
Hornet model, with dual horns, 
that produces a rated 135dB. The 
larger Hornet is rather bulky, and 
not recommended for motorcycle 
use, so I didn’t bother to order 
one.The average Whitetail Deer has 
a hearing range between 0.5 KHz 
and 12 KHz with a noticeable peak 
at almost exactly 4.0 KHz. On 
testing with our scientific sound 
meter, the operating frequency of 
the AA unit was 4.8KHz, and the 
Hornet was measured at 4.4KHz. 

O b v i o u s l y , b o t h o f t h e s e 
manufacturers have done their 
homework, and zeroed in fairly 
precisely on the best possibly 
frequency for alerting deer. 
Another big plus for these two 
units. In actual testing, the AA 
Motorcycle Model evoked a 
response from 70% of the deer 
approached. Some just lifted their 
heads or pricked up their ears, some 
moved away slowly, and some ran. 
None would have posed any thread 
to an oncoming motorcyclist. 
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The average range at which a 
response was detected was 
approximately 300 feet. The 
Hornet fared considerably better, 
probably due to its louder signal. A 
response was noted from 82% of 
the deer, and at an average range of 
nearly 500 feet. Again, the 
responses were var ied , but 
non-threatening. On both units, 
since the output is in the human 
audible range, you can hear them 
when they are operating.

With the AA unit, I would have to 
get off the bike and walk in front 
of it to hear the tone, but with the 
louder Hornet, I could actually 
hear it while sitting on the bike, if 
stopped. 

Once I got moving, I didn’t notice 
it. However, both units come with 
on/off switches, and strong advice 
to only turn them on when in a 
rural “deer threat” area. That’s’ not 
just because you might find the 
sound annoying, but these units 
also produce ultrasonic sound 
waves of the type that can drive 
some domestic animals, like dogs, 
absolutely crazy.

The Bottom Line

Okay, so we now know that 
air-powered deer whistles are, for 
all intents and purposes, completely 
useless. And we also know that at 
least to of the electronic-type 
animal alerts work, at least after a 
fashion. 

However, I must point out that 
that though these units elicited a 
response from the deer tested, 
remember what our animal 
behavior experts warned us about 
the varying responses we might 
expect due to the animal’s age, sex, 
time of year, etc. 

We can’t rule out the possibility 
that one of these units, if used in 
the presence of a buck during the 
mating season, might elicit the 
same kind of “flight,” rather than 
the desired “flight,” response. And I 
t h i n k w e c a n a l l a g r e e , a s 
motorcyclists, that could be a very 
bad thing.

In the end, the best advice is that 
which we’ve heard for years: When 
in an area known to be frequented 
by deer, slow down, and be alert. 
Scan the roadsides carefully, and if 
possible, avoid riding through such 
areas at dawn or dusk, when the 

deer are much more likely to be out 
grazing. 

And if you do see a deer, or even 
just a flicker of movement 
somewhere in your peripheral 
vision, flash your lights and honk 
your horn. Even the people who 
make and sell the electronic alert 
systems admit that your vehicle 
horn is likely to be more effective 
than their deer alerts.

Of all the units tested, the Hornet 
was the most effective, but even 
that isn’t saying much.
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QUIZ: How much do you know about Moto Guzzi’s racing bikes?
1.False
2.True
3.True
4.False
5.False

6.True
7.False
8.False
9.True
10.True

Moto Guzzi has not only revolutionised the motorcycle world but has also left an indelible mark on the world of 
high-speed racing. Amongst the many titles that Moto Guzzi has won, there are 14 world speed titles and 11 
Tourist Trophy titles.

But are you really sure that you know all there is to know about the “Made in Mandello” racing motorcycles? 
We have put together a little test designed to find out just how much you actually know. 

True or False?

1. Moto Guzzi’s first ever win was in the 500cc class of the 1935 Tourist Trophy race. The 
rider on the day was Stanley Woods.

2. The “Gambalunghino 250” model is the result of modifications made to the “Albatros”.
3. It was Omobono Tenni who debuted the 500 Twin in 1933.
4. In its first year of racing the 250 “Compressore” won 16 races at the Monza racetrack.
5. On May 9th, 1954 the 4 Cylinder established the new lap record of 198.7 km/h.
6. The C 4 V won its last race in 1932, ridden by Carlo Fumagalli.
7. The 500 Twin was used as the basis for the development of the “Dondolino” model.
8. The Eight Cylinder raced in the World Championships from 1945 to 1952.
9. The 500 “Bialbero” could reach a top speed of 240 km/h.
10. Moto Guzzi withdrew from competitive racing in 1957.

Are you sure that you gave all the correct answers?

ANSWERS



A significant friendship developed during the First 
World War between flight engineer Carlo Guzzi 
(1889-1964), whose father was an engineer, and 
pluri-decorated aviator Giorgio Parodi (1897-1955), 
the son of a Genoese shipowner. 

With their friend, Giovanni Ravelli, an experienced 
pilot, all three were fascinated by engines and 
motorcycle racing. 

The story goes that Carlo Guzzi proposed to Giorgio 
and Giovanni, who enthusiastically agreed, that they 
should design a new concept in motorcycles once the 
war was over. 

After demobilisation, the three young men created an 
extraordinary business adventure, whose success 
continues today, 95 years later.
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THE FOUNDERS OF MOTO GUZZI
THE FLIGHT ENGINEER, THE AVIATOR, THE SHIPOWNER

AND… THE SPREAD-WINGED EAGLE
“Worry about the interests of our country rather than your own interests… Be indulgent with others 
and severe with yourselves”. (From Giorgio Parodi’s letter to his children in his will).



The first motorcycle they developed was the G.P. (from 
the initials Guzzi-Parodi) in 1919: the model remained 
a prototype due to the high production costs of a 
project employing a series of aeronautical solutions, 
such as dual ignition. It was built with the help of 
Giorgio Ripamonti, who had employed Carlo Guzzi as 
a mechanic in his workshop before the war. A 
commemorative plaque can be seen in Mandello del 
Lario (see photo below).

Nevertheless, the design quality of the prototype was 
convincing, and on 15 March 1921 the “Società 
Anonima Moto Guzzi” company was established, for 
“The manufacture and sale of motorcycles and any 
other activity relating to or associated with the 
metalworking industry”. The company founders were 
Emanuele Vittorio Parodi, a well-known Genoese 

shipowner, his aviator son Giorgio and their flight 
engineer friend Carlo Guzzi. 

Giovanni Ravelli had died in an aircraft accident. It was 
in his memory that the Moto Guzzi logo featured the 
spread-winged eagle, the symbol of the Italian Royal 
Navy’s Naval Aviation arm at the time. 

The initial share capital of the company, established 
immediately in Mandello del Lario (where the Guzzi 
family had moved), on the banks of Lake Como in the 
province of Lecco, was approximately two thousand 
liras (about as nowadays 2,000 euros). From the start, 
Carlo Guzzi involved his older brother (known as 
“Naco”), an engineer and passionate motorcyclist, in 
the adventure.

A simplified version of the first prototype, known as the 
“Normale”, with 8 Hp and three-speed gearbox, was 
put on sale and 17 were produced in the first year. This 
was the first motorcycle, produced from 1921 to 1924, 
with the Eagle logo on the fuel tank and the name 
Moto Guzzi (a decision made as a token of respect for 
the designer Carlo Guzzi by Giorgio Parodi, who 
wanted to avoid the name G.P. being confused with his 
own initials). 

Under the technical lead of Carlo Guzzi, Moto Guzzi 
enjoyed unstoppable growth, producing dozens of 
highly successful models. Carlo Guzzi was an innovator 
who developed motorbikes of all types and explored 
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The first prototype: 
the Guzzi-Parodi motorcycle



advanced engine configurations; he was the first to 
build a wind tunnel, in 1950, to test motorcycle 
aerodynamics.

The Moto Guzzi name is a milestone in world 
motorcycling history, also thanks to its many racing 
triumphs: the company boasts an impressive 3,332 wins 

in official competitions, the first in the prestigious 
Targa Florio in 1921, which was the precursor of an 
outstanding series of victories: when Moto Guzzi 
retired from racing in 1957, its track record included 14 
world speed titles and 11 Tourist Trophy titles.
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The first mass produced
Moto Guzzi motorcycle:

the “Normale”

Left: Giorgio Parodi shakes the hand of the winner of the Tourist Trophy 250 (Isle of Man, 1935), Stanley 
Woods on a Moto Guzzi racing bike. In the photo on the right, Carlo Guzzi can also be seen.



Giorgio Parodi was a devotee of motor-racing: he 
would appear at the race tracks under a pseudonym, as 
many riders from aristocratic or well-known families 
did at the time to keep their anonymity. 

Giorgio chose “Lattuga” [lettuce] as his name, because 
it was unremarkable and underscored the principle of 
essentiality that was a distinguishing feature of his 
entire life.

In motorcycling, it was Parodi who represented the 
racing soul of Moto Guzzi, whereas his partner Carlo 
Guzzi would have preferred to devote his technical 
expertise exclusively to improving the reliability, 
performance and comfort of the company’s mass 
production. 

Under Parodi, Moto Guzzi’s motor-racing activities 
were guided by a healthy competitive spirit: when his 
team won, he would have the rider accompanied to the 
podium by just one company representative, chosen in 
turn from among the most deserving members of his 
staff. 
When an opponent won, the entire Guzzi team of 
riders and engineers would stand around the podium to 
applaud the winner.

The story of Moto Guzzi continues, today as yesterday, 
in the historic factory in Mandello del Lario, which is 
also home to the company museum, offering thousands 
and thousands of visitors from all over the world an 
unforgettable parade of motorised “beauties” with the 
spread-winged eagle logo.

Source: The Piaggio Group archives
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An archive photo of the wind 
tunnel at the Moto Guzzi 

factory in Mandello del Lario

The monument to Carlo Guzzi, in the centre of 
Mandello.



Thirty-six years separate these two photos: left, 1971, 
Sean Connery (Edinburgh, 1930) backstage on the set 
of “Diamonds are Forever”, on a V7 California, used at 
the time by the US police; right, Ewan McGregor at the 
international “Moto Guzzi World Days” rally in 
Mandello del Lario, on a California Vintage (source: 
Wide Piaggio Magazine 1-2010).

The year was 1961 and the success of the 
mass-produced car was causing a radical downsizing of 
the motorcycle market. 

Moto Guzzi, empowered with enviable design capacity, 
responded to the slowdown by exploring new markets, 
from delivery tricars to agricultural machinery and 
special vehicles, including cars.

For these cars, the brilliant engineer Giulio Cesare 
Carcano designed a 90° V-twin air-cooled engine 
intended for a sports version of the Fiat 500, capable of 
reaching 140 km/h.
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ANNIVERSARY - 1967-2017 - 50 YEARS
MOTO GUZZI: THE ORIGINS OF THE LEGENDARY V7

Moto Guzzi design engineer Giulio Cesare Carcano
(Milan, 1910-2015)

Moto Guzzi V7 Special



At the Fiat Lingotto factory in Turin they liked the 
new engine, but the annual quantities requested by the 
then company chairman Vittorio Valletta were beyond 
the production capacity of the Mandello del Lario plant 
and the agreement came to nothing. Carcano was not 
disheartened: he increased the displacement of the 
twin-cylinder engine to 754 cc to use it on the “3X3”, a 
special variable-track vehicle with three-wheel drive for 
Alpine troops (discribed in our News Express N°1).

Meanwhile, a ministerial tender was launched for 
motorcycles for Italy's Highway Police; the winner 
would be the bike that could cover 100,000 km with 
the lowest maintenance costs. It was the ideal occasion 

to mount Carcano’s twin-cylinder engine on a 
motorcycle, the Moto Guzzi V7. 

The innovative project combined the reliability of 
automotive standards with an unrivalled level of 
comfort and mechanical affordability, which also 
attracted the interest of foreign police forces, beginning 
with Los Angeles. 

The commissioning of the new V7 700 began in 1964. 
The bike had a 703.3 cc engine which developed 40 HP, 
and it weighed 230 kg. In 1966 mass production began, 
for the police and foreign markets, and the following 
year the V7 700 was distributed in Italy at the 
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Moto Guzzi V7 700 bikes from the end of the 1960s.

Moto Guzzi V7 Special



competitive price of 725,000 lira, much more 
affordable than the German and English competitors.

EVOLUTION ACCORDING TO LINO TONTI

Giulio Cesare Carcano's creation was perfected by an 
expert design engineer who joined Moto Guzzi in 
1967: Lino Tonti. Hailing from Forlì, with significant 
experience in motorcycle racing with Mondial, Bianchi 
and Gilera, Tonti was asked by the general manager 
Romolo Stefani to expand the range of the maxi-bike 
from Mandello del Lario. 

The V7 appeared at the right time, motorbikes were 
sweeping back into fashion, almost as a reaction to the 
conformism of the car, and the market was particularly 
receptive to innovation.

The first thing Tonti did was increase the engine size to 
757 and the power to 45 HP, launching the 
V7 special in 1969, a faster, more refined 
and elegant model compared to the V7 700. 

He would later develop, initially for the 
American market, the V7 Ambassador and 
the California, the latter destined to be one 
of the greatest Moto Guzzi success stories.

The next milestone was Lino Tonti's 
masterpiece: the V7 Sport. The designer 
from Forlì had clear ideas and he set the 
three parameters of the sport bike from 
Mandello: 200 km/h, 200 kg, 5 gears. 

To reach the objective he made some 

changes to the engine, taking the displacement to 748.3 
cc and the power to more than 52 Hp, redesigning the 
crankshaft and camshafts, and placing the alternator in 
the front in order to keep the vertical bulk down.

The engine was housed in a tight, double-cradle frame 
in chromemolybdenum steel, painted red for the first 
200 units assembled directly in the experience 
department in Via Parodi 57. 

The bike made its debut in 1971 and in June of the 
same year took part in the "Monza 500 kilometres" race, 
taking third place with Raimondo Riva. This was the 
beginning of a series of impressive results in endurance 
races such as the Le Mans and the Liège 24 Hour trials, 
which, together with very popular riders like Vittorio 
Brambilla, made the V7 Sport the most famous Italian 
sports bike of the 1970s.
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1969 Moto Guzzi V7 Ambassador

Moto Guzzi V7 Sport



FROM THE V7 TO THE 850 GENERATION

Over a couple of seasons the technological evolution 
implemented on the Moto Guzzi V7 Sport was rolled 
out to the rest of the range. The new frame, the 
four-pad front brake and the five-speed transmission 
introduced on the V7 Sport represented, together with 
the increased engine size, the primary innovations of 

the V850 GT, the model that marked the retirement of 
the successful V7 Special in 1973.

The Sport also lost the famous alphanumeric name, 
when it was replaced by the Moto Guzzi 750S in 1974. 
The last model to give up the celebrated label was the 
V7 850 California, which would pass the baton to the 
new 850 T California in 1976.
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Moto Guzzi V7 850 GT

Moto Guzzi V7 850 GT

Source: The Piaggio Group archives



There was a time when bike races were all about the 
taste of dust and the thrill of elitist foolhardiness. A 
time in which men and machines were put to the test in 
the same way, merged into a single unit made up of 
muscle and metal. Those were the days of triumph for 
Moto Guzzi and for Enrico Lorenzetti.

Born in Rome on 4/01/1911 and nicknamed Filaper 
(the Lombard dialect word for “lint”, because he was 
tall and thin), Lorenzetti was a rider of unimpeachable 
honesty and talent, unbeatable in the wet and on the 
most challenging of racetracks, an exceptionally 
intuitive racer and a modest and very humane person.

He won 106 of the 291 races in which he competed, 
244 of which were with Moto Guzzi. The relationship 
with the Mandello manufacturer, that began in the 
1948 season and was founded on mutual passion and 
determination, intertwined their respective sporting 
destinies into a series of successes and futuristic 
technological advances. The end of his career in 1957 
coincided with Moto Guzzi’s anguished decision to 
retire from competitive racing.

Enrico Lorenzetti’s sporting history began in 1936 
when he used the money he earned as a radio technician 
to purchase his first real motorcycle, a 500cc Simplex. 
That same year, riding a 250cc Triumph, he won the 
gruelling Milan-Naples race, an off road race run 
mainly on dirt roads. The newspaper headlines earned 
him the attention of the major bike manufacturers and 
served as the launch pad for his racing career.

After his initial experiences on various bikes (Benelli, 
Sertum, Miller, Taurus), in 1939 he joined Moto 
Guzzi, with which he unsuccessfully took on the 
Milan-Taranto on the 250cc Albatros and then 
followed up with an epic victory at Lausanne on the 
500cc Condor.

In 1940, with the Second World War raging, Filaper 
won the second-class Italian championship but was 
soon called up for military service and he only returned 
to bike racing in 1948 as main rider for the Moto Guzzi 
team.

These were the years of the great successes with 
Lorenzetti literally making the “eagles of Mandello” fly. 
He won the 500cc European Championship thanks to 
his victory in the Ulster GP and then proceeded to win 

no less than five further Italian Championships (one in 
the 500cc class and four in the 250cc class), as well as 
the 250cc World Championship in 1952. In total he 
went on to win eight World Championships in the 
250cc, 350cc and 500cc classes, after competing in a 
total of 28 GPs, winning 7 of them and earning 21 
podium finishes.

But that was not all. Enrico was also a painstaking and 
smart test rider. During his racing career with Moto 
Guzzi he successfully raced and contributed to the 
development of a number of the bikes that have 
established the illustrious history of the brand, such as 
the 500cc Bicilindrica, the Albatros, the Condor, the 
500cc Gambalunga, through to the 500cc 4 Cilindri 
and including the 250cc Gambalunghino, of which he 
could truly be dubbed the “co-creator”.

The bizarre story of the birth of this multi-coloured 
rainbow motorcycle is inextricably linked to a road 
accident in which Lorenzetti’s Albatros was damaged 
and which he repaired using parts from a 500cc 
Gambalunga, much to the amazement of Engineer 
Carcano. With this Gambalunghino, Moto Guzzi went 
on to win no less than three 250cc World 
Championships in 1949, 1951 and 1952, the latter 
thanks to none other than Lorenzetti.

He died in Milan in 1989, leaving behind a legacy that 
is unknown to many but that an attentive and 
passionate fan of the brand can see in every model that 
carries the “eagle of Mandello del Lario” emblem.
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ENRICO LORENZETTI,
THE CHAMPION THAT MADE

THE MOTO GUZZIS FLY
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You know what?
I have a bad feeling 
about this Halloween 

party...

ANSWER TO THE RIDDLE

The answer is that the $1 is not actually missing, 
you just need to approach the calculation in a 
different way.
You add it up by taking into account the $25 cost 
of the meal, plus the $3 given to the diners and 
the $2 kept by the waiter, which works out at $30.
This riddle what's known as an informal fallacy - 
meaning there is a defect in the way you are 
arguing for the solution.

Can YOU solve the riddle
of the missing dollar?

Going out for dinner with a group of friends and trying 
to figure out how to split the bill at the end is a task that 
none of us look forward to, especially after a few glasses 
of wine. 

So perhaps it's no surprise that a riddle involving a 
restaurant bill doesn't seem to add up because of a 
missing dollar. 

The puzzle is a classic riddle that has recently resurfaced 
online and centres around three friends who split a bill 
of $30 at the end of their restaurant meal, each paying 
$10.

After the waiter takes their money, he realises that he's 
made a mistake in totting up the bill and instead of $30, 
the party should only have been charged $25.

However, he can't figure out how to split $5 evenly. So 
he decides to give each diner back $1 from the extra $5 
and keep $2 for himself. 

Each of the three diners gets $1 back that meaning they 
paid $9 each for their meal, bringing the total to $27.

If the waiter keeps $2, that brings the total to $29 - so 
where did the other $1 go?



If you were stranded on a desert Island, just you and 
your bike, and you could only choose 2 things to 
have by your side, what would these be?

Never mind food, telephones and all those other 
things that are inextricably tied to our very existence 
as human beings (but actually of secondary 
importance only), if we want to ensure that our bikes 
carry on going for a long time then the most obvious 
choices are WD-40 and duct tape. It is said that with 
these two items we can fix any problem, whether 
motorcycle-related or not.

Here is the story of how these bestsellers were born 
and some of the most interesting and creative ways 
that we have found to use them.

WD-40 

Penetrating oil to loosen 
stuck bolts and nuts, 
water repel lent , rust 
remover, stain remover, 
p o l i s h i n g l i q u i d , 
anti-ageing product and 
even excellent as a men’s 
cologne. Ok, let’s face it, 
the last two uses are 
perhaps a little over the 
top (don’t try this at 
h o m e ) , b u t i t i s 
undeniable that this 
virtually miraculous liquid 
is one of any mechanic’s 
most faithful and reliable 
allies.

WD-40 is an acronym 
that stands for “Water 

Displacement, 40th formula”, where the “40” stands 
for the number of different formulae tested by San 
Diego California inventor Norm Larsen before 
finally coming up with the perfect rust remover 
recipe back in 1953. Norm developed this product 
specifically to protect nuclear missiles against the 
ravages of water, but the product was soon being 
widely used in various other fields, including in 
domestic applications, before it was first marketed in 
1958.

The precise recipe of WD-40 is still a closely guarded 
secret to this day but what we do know is that the 
key to its success is that it works exceptionally well 
and is easy to use. The lubricating and protective 
ingredients are diluted with a volatile hydrocarbon 
to lower the viscosity so that the product can be 
sprayed on and will penetrate into any crack. The 
volatile hydrocarbon then evaporates, leaving 
behind a viscous lubricating oil.

When and how to use WD-40 on your bike. The 
main and most well-known uses for this product 
include the following: as a penetrating fluid to loosen 
stuck nuts and bolts, to prevent rust and to remove 
tar and petrol stains from vehicle bodywork. After 
applying WD-40 and leaving to soak for a few hours, 
screws, nuts, bolts and small rusty metal parts can be 
cleaned off and loosened easily without any risk of 
the typical kind of damage usually caused by acids, 
such as occurs with the old home-remedy using 
Coca-Cola (but that’s another story altogether).

It is however better not to use WD-40 as a lubricant 
for any O-ring chains, not so much because it attacks 
rubber but because its extremely low viscosity 
enables it to penetrate between the chain links, 
removing all the grease trapped inside by the seals. 
For those of you whose bikes have a shaft-drive, 
things obviously just got a lot simpler.

Then there are many other somewhat more 
unconventional uses for this product such as, for 
example, it is perfect for loosening up stuck zips on 
garments, it is an excellent insect repellent, it 
removes chewing gum and stains from carpets and 
rugs and finally, it is sufficient to spray a light coat 
onto a snow shovel to prevent the snow from 
sticking to it.

DUCT TAPE 

We all know what this is, partly thanks to all the 
Hollywood movies in which this silver-coloured tape 
is often used to gag the victim in kidnapping or 
torture scenes. Excellent for quick repairs, protecting 
components, sealing pipes and for any task that 
requires a really strong adhesive tape, however, its 
actual potential uses are only limited by the 
creativity of the individual user.
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THE MECHANIC’S BEST FRIENDS: 

WD-40 AND DUCT TAPE



Some people have even turned its use into an art 
form and, incredible as it may seem, it has even been 
touted as an effective way to remove warts. As 
regards this tape’s strength, the myths are legend. In 
the well known television series MythBusters, its 
strength was put to the ultimate test when duct tape 
alone was used to lift and hold a car up in the air and 
to build a working cannon, a sailing boat and a 
thirty-metre long suspension bridge.

But where and how was duct tape or duct tape 
actually born? Its origins date back to the Second 
World War when Vesta Stoudt, a factory worker and 
mother of two sons who were seamen in the U.S. 
Navy, wrote to then President Franklin Delano 
Roosevelt to inform him about a type duct tape that 
she had been testing in the factory. The tape, which 
could be cut by hand, was designed for sealing 
ammunition boxes and would save the troops in 
battle precious time. 

This green tape, which was strong but easy to apply 
and remove, was immediately put to use for 
emergency repairs to weapons, vehicles and military 
equipment. After the war ended, the duct tape 
became generally available in hardware stores and 
initially being called “duck tape”, retaining the slang 
name given to it by the soldiers, probably due to its 
being waterproof much like the feathers of a duck or 
after the DUKW amphibious vehicle (pronounced 
“duck”). The silver colour and the “Duct Tape” 
name by which it is known today in most English 
speaking countries actually comes from its 
widespread utilisation in the building industry from 

the 1950s onwards 
t o s e a l m e t a l 
air-conditioning 
ducts.

Another interes- 
t i n g s n i p p e t o f 
information is that 
according to NASA 
E n g i n e e r J e r r y 
Woodfill, duct tape has 
been standard equipment on 
every space mission since the Gemini programme. 
This tape has been used by engineers and astronauts 
alike to carry out various emergency repairs.

All in all, if duct tape can save an astronaut’s life then 
just imagine what it could do for you and your bike? 
It’s always a great idea to have a roll of this tape in 
your rucksack, especially when you’re on a road trip 
and you don’t have all your tools with you. For 
example, you could even use it to temporarily patch 
up your bags, riding gear and boots. A clever way to 
ensure that you always have some duct tape with you 
is to wrap a small amount of this tape around the 
shifting spanner that sits in your toolkit.

With WD-40, duct tape, a few cable-ties, water 
pump pliers, a puncture repair kit and a few other 
bits and pieces you will be able to handle any 
situation that may arise. If that’s not good enough 
then you can always rely on other bikers to help you 
or else look around you and ask yourself “what 
would MacGyver do?”
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J&R Cycle is Ontario’s newest Moto Guzzi dealer. 

It all started in 1979 when John and Rhonda Broderick 
opened the doors. They started off  by breaking down 
motorcycles and selling hard to find parts in a small 
store front in Collingwood. As they started to grow the 
location no longer fitted  their needs.

They moved 4 kms north of Stayner to a much b i g g e r  
location in 1982. With the move John & 
Rhonda grew their brands by 
selling Suzuki products, then 
moving into the Arctic Cat 
world to help survive the 
long winter months in the 
north.  

Over the years to 
follow they added 
Polaris, Kawasaki and 
Honda. In 1993 
they added the first 
European motorcycle 
line, Triumph. As the 
motorcycle, snowmo- 
bile and ATV line up’s 
grew, they put on a 2,500 
sq ft addition to the 
showroom, this giving J&R 
Cycle a 5,000 sq ft showroom.

As time went on, Triumph 
corporate was making changes within the 
dealer network. Unfortunately one of  the 
conditions was location. Dealerships needed to be along 
the 400 corridor and in a metropolitan area.  John and 

Rhonda chose not to move and stayed with their loyal 
customers.

2016 was the addition of the Italian made motorcycle’s, 
Moto Guzzi & Aprilia. It’s been just over a year and 
they are getting into the swing of things and are well 
positioned to take advantage of the growing popularity 
of these brands.

J&R Cycle has been in business for 38 
years. They are your  local Moto 
Guzzi, Aprilia, Polaris and 

Motortrike dealer. Plus of 
course, they have a thriving 
business in pre-owned  

inventory and  they also 
offer winter storage 
for your motorcycle.

Rhonda and Lorelei 
make an awesome 
mother/daughter 

t e a m . R h o n d a 
specializes in unit sales 
and Lorelei specializes 

in accessories and 
parts. John is the head 
mechanic and leads the 

team of licensed mechanic’s 
which includes his great nephew 
Ryley as an apprentice. It’s truly a 

family business.

So next time you are in the Stayner, Wasaga Beach or 
the Collingwood area, drop by and say hello to the 
Brodericks, they will be happy to see you. 
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If you've ever had a flat or suffered from low tire 
pressure far from civilization, you'll appreciate the 
benefits of CO2 cartridges. 

This inflator accepts threaded and unthreaded 
cartridges, and has a lever to modulate fill speed. One 
16g CO2 cartridge is included.

A compact unit that accepts both threaded and 
unthreaded CO2 cartridges. 

The Ultraflate, will fit in the smallest tool kit, and will 
fill a tire in a hurry. 

A lever enables air delivery modulation for a controlled 
fill. Nose fits both Schrader and presta valves.

7.8"×8.5"×1.5", 4 oz.

Available from:

Aerostich

http://www.aerostich.com

SKU: 4774

Price: $22.00

FOR NAKED BIKES MOTO GUZZI BREVA 750, 
NEVADA 750, NEVADA 750 I.E. CLASSIC

After the resounding success with the Vario Touring 
screen (VT), MRA has launched a Vario Touring 
Screen for naked bikes (VTNB) onto the market.

Like the original Vario Touring Screen, the Vario 
Touring Screen for naked bikes has a spoiler that is 
adjustable in seven positions according to the 
motorcyclist’s individual preferences. 

With the spoiler positioned on the top of the screen, 
the air current is spread out and slowed down, virtually 
eliminating turbulence. This diffusion effect is 
enhanced by extending the spoiler upwards, increasing 
both the angle and height. The result is an air current 
deflected away from the motorcycle rider to allow a 
relaxing, upright riding position at high speed on long 
trips.

The pillion rider also benefits from the improved air 
current and can influence the position preferred for the 
spoiler.

The screen is available in several MRA colours. 

Available from:

MRA

http://www.mv-motorrad.de/en/Moto+Guzzi/

123.90 euros
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If you've ever had to carry extra batteries while 
travelling, you'll immediately recognize just how useful 
these caddies can be. 

They keep batteries neatly contained, ensuring they 
remain accessible when needed, and the bright colors of 
the AA and AAA caddies make them easy to locate in a 
travel case or backpack. 

They also provide a quick way to distinguish between 
your live and used batteries – simply invert the used 
batteries in the caddy until they can be properly 
recycled.

The AA and AAA caddies hold four and six batteries 
respectively; each is less than 3" long. The 4-1/2" long 
9-volt caddy holds four batteries and prevents the 
terminals from coming into contact with conductive 
materials, removing a potential fire hazard.

All are made in USA.

Available from:

Lee Valley & Veritas

http://www.leevalley.com

AA Storacell Battery Caddy - SKU: 27K50.90    

AAA Storacell Battery Caddy - SKU: 27K50.91

Price: $3.90

The Tick Key ®

While a tick remover may seem like an odd product for 
us, you'd be surprised at the number of requests we've 
received to find one.

This is a good one, made in the USA, and endorsed by 
the American Canine Association. It works through 
traction, capturing the tick in the tapered slot and 
removing it intact as the key is pulled parallel to and 
then away from the skin surface.

Made from durable aluminum, it can be attached to a 
key chain, stored in a wallet or hung in a convenient 
location. This is a good tool to have on hand during 
summer, especially at a camping site or at the cottage. 
Color may vary.

 

Available from:

Lee Valley & Veritas

http://www.leevalley.com

The Tick Key ®

SKU: AB714

Price: $8.95
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If there is something I do not like on the road, it is the 
sneaky ways used by the road police. I just hate 
unmarked cars and radars of all kinds. Not that I drive 
like a maniac but sometimes the road just do not justify 
a slow speed. And of course, Ontario is not helping 
with the heavy fines and penalty points…

We have all heard about radar detectors, but very few 
are designed for the motorcyclist. I recently installed on 
my bike a new generation of radar detector made by 
Adaptiv Technologies. 

The TPX Pro Radar and Laser Detection System is the 
most advanced radar and laser detection system 
available for motorcycle use, plus updateable GPS 
datapoints for Red Light Cameras and Speed Cameras!  
The GPS datapoints are updated monthly and available 
free of charge.  The radar detection function can also be 
disabled for use in areas where the use of radar detector 
is prohibited.

This unit was built for motorcycle riders. Designed to 
fit on most RAM mount systems, totally waterproof 
and is equipped of oversized, widely spaced buttons  
compatible with gloved hands. The display is at an angle 
and is easy to read. Luminosity and sound are adjustable 
but the great thing about it, is an optional super-bright 
LED visual alert and compact wireless headset which 
make it all but impossible to miss an alarm..

The installation was quite simple and well documented. 
A lot of attention was given to this unit. So you can 
easily stop for a break during your trip and easily 
disconnect the unit from the harness as well as the 
RAM mount. Well, in short, I am not disappointed by 
this radar detector.

Due to circonstances out of my control, my going to 
our annual rally became a day ride of  900kms. Actually, 
the perfect test for this gadget. When passing thru 
towns, the filtering tool allowed for a better control of 
the radar sensitivity and gave me ample time to reduce 
my speed when alerted about the trap I was going to fall 
in. Not knowing if the police would be equipped to 
detect my device, I would turn off the radar by pressing 
a button leaving only the GPS active on it.

This new release includes better false-alert-reduction 
logic and a very robust and versatile cable connection. 
No need to fiddle with the cabling when you go from 
the bike to the car. Just buy the special automotive kit 
and in no time your device is ready to be use on 4 
wheels.

This device was made for us, riding two wheels 
sometimes a few clicks above the speed limit. It will act 
as the perfect reminder to make you respect the law 
and by the same token by avoiding an expensive 
ticket!

Available from:

Adaptiv Technologies LLC

1639 11th Street, Suite 156
Santa Monica, CA 90404

Phone: 866-Adaptiv (866-232-7848)
Phone: 646-722-0253
info@adaptivtech.com

Cost: US$ 399.00
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TPX PRO RADAR AND LASER 
DETECTION SYSTEM
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 Do not piss off your wife, the street is only a few suitcases away...



When it comes to old-school motorcycle racers, they 
don’t come much cooler than England’s Bill 
Lomas.  Grand Prix motorcycle road racer. Two-time 
World Champion. Two-time Isle of Man TT winner. 
Moto Guzzi V8 rider. And to gild the lily, he was a bit 
of a movie star to boot. Starring in the 1957 film, ‘I 
Fidanzati Della Morte’ or ‘Friends of Death’, he’s not 
half bad. Germany’s Radical Guzzi decided they wanted 
to honour him by building a bike in his name, and this 
nitrous beast named ’Fidanzata’  is what they came up 
with.
Traveling the length and breadth of Europe in 2017 
with the Sultans of Sprint circus, Stefan and rider Josef 
from the  Schwarzenfeld shop in Eastern Germany 
spent most of their time thrashing their NOSferatu 
racer up and down the strip. “We did all the races this 
year from Monza to Mothlery in France, Spa in 
Belgium and now the final race at Glemseck 101 in 
September”. But they had another bike in mind for 
Essenza in 2017. One that was even bigger and badder 
than their show-winning 2016 entry.
“The bike was nothing more than a crazy idea in my 
head,” says Stefan. “Then I was talking with our designer 
Kai Rieman and alloy meister Hans Eickeler. After many 

designs, we started the build. Basically, the bike didn’t 
exist before we made it from scratch”. The timeframe for 
this something-to-nothing miracle? A mere five weeks.
The bike is based on a heavily modified Bellagio frame. 
The motor is from a Griso and was fitted with forged 
pistons and so many new and modified internal parts, 
it’s probably more new than not. There’s an Öhlins 
TTX in the rear which is perfectly matched to the 
Öhlins fork up front. Stoppers are courtesy of 
Behringer and the spoked rims run two Shinko drag 
tires.
“My inspiration was to build a kind of modern cafe racer. 
I realised that the Bellagio frame was similar to the old 
Tonti frames, but with the ability to mount a new 
gearbox and swingarm. The design and paintwork was 
inspired by old Martini race cars, but I wanted to have it 
worn and with a patina rather than a new finish”.
One of three sister bikes, the frames were ordered from 
the Guzzi factory before being built into a rolling 
chassis so that the bodywork could be formed around 
one bike while the rest of the build was taking place on 
another ‘dummy’ bike. Henry Ford, eat your heart out.
Sister No.1 managed to win Essenza’s 2016 design 
contest, took third place in the Glemseck Sprint and a 
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second at Cologne’s Intermot. And all this without a 
turbo, supercharger or NOS. “Our rider, Josef 
’Lightning Sepp’ Leitl was the overall winner of the 
rider’s comp. It was also the winner of the Essenza 
Championship 2016. A big success, we think”.
In 2017 and without the support of the Guzzi Factory, 
they gave themselves only five weeks for the build. As 
always, the bike was started for the first time on the 
night before its inaugural race and with a NOS system 
that was completely untested. “We drove overnight to 
Monthléry in France. Of course, you can imagine what 
happened… not much at all. But it was a great 
preparation for Glemseck”.

“We decided to try a programmable NOS injection system 
on this bike; our first time ever. After a pretty steep 
learning curve, we found that it works really well”. Other 
things that work well include the sound of the thing; 
with the megaphone exhaust and the open intakes, we 
think it’d definitely give that ‘56 V8 Guzzi a run for its 
money. Especially on full throttle.

As a testament to the passion that’s gone into the bike, 
Stefan says he’s decided not to sell it. “I love this Guzzi 
so much, It will be my personal bike after the 
competition,” he smiles.
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Moto Guzzi’s magnificent Le Mans is a firm favorite 
with European custom builders, but we don’t see many 
V1000s. So this G5 five-speeder from France is a real 
treat.

It’s the work of Manuel and Yann of Sur Les Chapeaux 
De Roues in France, and it’s the color that grabbed us 
first—a pale minty green, much like the signature 
‘Celeste’ shade of Bianchi. It’s a perfect match for the 
sylphlike new bodywork, with little remaining of 
Mandello’s somewhat heavy-handed and plasticky 
original.

The 949cc G5 had plenty of grunt, with contemporary 
road tests putting the top speed at around 118 mph 
(190 kph). This one’s likely to be even perkier, because 
SLCDR have completely rebuilt the engine with OEM 
parts. They’ve also ditched the square-slide 30mm carbs 
for larger Dell’Orto PHM 40s.

The exhaust pipework is new too, hooked up to 
mufflers from MotoGP suppliers SC-Project. And 
there’s a high performance Dynatek Dyna III electronic 
system, to send a more powerful (and accurate) spark to 
the plugs. It’s hooked up to a complete new wiring 
loom, with juice supplied by an Antigravity battery. 
Electrical accessories include Motogadget blinkers and 
a Koso speedo.

So far, so good. But riding conditions are a little more 
demanding than they were when this V1000 left the 
factory in the 1970s, so Manuel and Yann have given 
the suspension a substantial upgrade.

They’ve installed a set of 43mm Öhlins forks, clamped 
onto Yamaha YZF-R6 triples, and an equally supple 
Öhlins shock out back. Beringer have supplied the 
front master cylinder, front brake caliper and disc—
with the new setup attached to the original V1000 G5 
front wheel via a custom adaptor plate and a new axle 
and spacers.

For the rear, there’s a new Nissin master cylinder 
plumbed up to the original rear brake caliper. The tires 
a r e A v o n ’ s R o a d r i d e r A M 2 6 p a t t e r n , a 
sticky-but-vintage pattern popular with Historic Grand 
Prix racers.

Manuel and Yann have crafted all the bodywork 
themselves in their Finistère, Brittany workshop, using 
steel for the fuel tank but aluminum for the fairing and 
seat/tail unit. (“It took a lot of work to make this, and 
finesse a good line,” Manuel tells us.) The leather 
upholstery is one of the very few pieces they outsourced 
to a specialist.
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A MOTO GUZZI V1000 TRIBUTE TO BIANCHI’S ‘CELESTE GREEN’
Courtesy of BikeExif.com



And the paint? “We wanted old Italian style paint, like 
Moto Bianchi,” says Manuel. So they mixed up the 
shade themselves. The famous ‘Celeste’ green has varied 
over the decades, from an intense minty green to a 
washed out Cerulean blue, but this pale turquoise 
variant suits the Guzzi to a tee.

It’s as tasty as a gelato al pistacchio on a hot summer’s 
day.
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If you’re in the market for fine vintage machinery, grab 
your passport and book a ticket to Lille.

Lille is France’s fifth largest city—an hour from Paris 
and an hour and a half from London. And it’s home to 
Legend Motors: a chic and charming store specializing 
in rare vintage motorcycles.

You’ll find Legend at 59 Rue St André, identifiable by 
their dark wooden facade and hand-painted window 
signs. As unique as that sounds, if you blink you might 
miss them.

That’s because Rue St André is nestled in Vieux Lille 
(‘Old Lille’)—a trendy part of town with cobbled 
streets and old brick buildings, and littered with bistros, 
bars and galleries.

Legend’s inventory is impressive. At any given moment, 
you’ll find motorcycles from Vincent, Ducati, 
Velocette, Triumph, Norton, Benelli, Moto Guzzi, MV 
Agusta and Brough Superior on their floor. All 
meticulously restored and maintained.

That’s backed up with a selection of carefully curated 
gear, from the likes of Icon 1000, Hedon, A Piece of 
Chic, Bell, Belstaff, Gasolina and DMD, among others.

We caught up with shop boss, Christophe Bodelot, to 
find out a bit more.

Tell us a bit about the building you’re in. “I discovered 
the Rue St André via an estate agency, and was 
immediately attracted to No.59, with its wooden façade 
and vintage style. (It was an estate agency itself, 
previously). Inspired by the famous British ’59 Motorcycle 
Club,’ my desire to create Legend Motors at this 
particular address was confirmed”.

What are your customers like? “Above all they are real 
bike enthusiasts, with a particular love for vintage-style 
machines. They are for sure, passionate about our style of 
bikes and accessories, and are invariably collectors. Those 
who buy obviously have the means to do so—so are of a 
certain age. They come from a host of different 
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backgrounds, whether in France, England, Belgium, 
Germany, Sweden, the States, and even Australia!”

Is there a workshop crammed into your shop too? 
“Here at our boutique we offer a showroom of bikes and 
accessories, and are currently a team of two to welcome 
our clients. Our workshop is set thirty minutes away, in 
the Lille countryside. That’s where a team of three 
mechanics, each with specific skills, lovingly restores and 
prepares our machines: Vincent, who takes care of our 
German and American bikes; Guillaume, the Italian 
brands; and François, all English machines”.

Do you serve food and drink? “We do not serve any 
food or alcohol here, however everyone is more than 
welcome to spend as much time as they like and enjoy a 
coffee with us”.

What’s the Legend social calendar like? “The last 
Friday of each month—in collaboration with the bar 
next door (aptly named La Chapelle)—we organize 
an early evening apéritif whereby by our clients, friends, 
family and neighbors join us for a festive get-together. 
So one evening per month, Rue St André is transformed 
into a bike enthusiasts’ paradise—with up to three 
hundred bikes in the street! We organize ‘weekend-
runs’ too, in the spring, summer, autumn and winter. 
With a small group of friends and enthusiasts, we take 
off to ride around the towns, villages and countryside of 
the region. A légendaire time is had by all!”
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Are you looking for THE special retro 
touch to put on your Guzzi? 

Do not look any longer, this store specializes 
in rebuilding old motorbikes such as AJS, 
Velocette, Moto-Guzzi, Vincent, Matchless, 
Sunbeam and they have retro accessories to fit 
your older bikes. 

You can contact them at:

LEGEND MOTORS LILLE

59 Rue Saint-André

59000 Lille

FRANCE

+333 59 89 26 38

contact@legendmotorslille.com 

www.legendmotorslille.com
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Restored
Moto-Guzzi 250
Albatros 1939
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